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European “Responsible Care” Award 2005 Goes to Portugal

Nice / Brussels, 1 October 2005 – The first European Responsible Care Award was presented today at the European Chemical Industry Council, Cefic, annual meeting in Nice by Cefic President Peter Elverding. The Award goes to a Group of five Companies all having operations on a chemicals complex in Estarreja, Portugal. They are, Air Liquide, AQP, Cires, Dow Portugal and Quimigal.

The development of an innovative and effective outreach programme with their local community was voted unanimously by the Judges as an outstanding example of good practice which could be used to motivate other companies and sites to follow their approach anywhere in Europe.  

The project called “PACOPAR”, is a multi-company community advisory panel described as being both “with and within the local community. It had a number of winning attributes that appealed to the Judges – including the ‘length and breadth of engagement’, the fact that it was a multi-company effort and that there are now clear signs of success in establishing and sharing a climate of mutual trust and confidence despite some false starts. It demonstrated both the importance of creating ‘ambassadors’ for the industry and its Responsible Care activities, and of having top level commitment.  Importantly, feedback from the community was being used by the companies to drive their activities. This was described as a ‘very powerful’ means to get community buy-in. 

An independent panel of judges made up from a broad range of backgrounds and professions was established to assess the entries and decide the winners. In all, 26 entries were received from 9 countries

Entrants were asked to submit examples of innovative improvement in the areas covering health, safety and environmental excellence, process and manufacturing developments, demonstrating business value of Responsible Care, applying Responsible Care up and down the supply chain and outstanding community outreach initiatives. 

Responsible Care® is a global initiative of the chemical industry to drive continuous improvement in its health, safety and environmental performance and to listen to and to talk with its stakeholders. Responsible Care was first launched in 1985 in Canada and is now run by the national chemical associations in 52 countries around the world.
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Background paper herewith
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Background Paper

European “Responsible Care” Award 2005

Cefic European Responsible Care Award

In June 2004 the Board of Cefic, the European Chemical Industry Council, approved a number of important measures to strengthen and revitalise the Responsible Care initiative across Europe. One of these was the introduction of a Pan European Responsible Care Award to recognise outstanding examples of good practice in Responsible Care. 

Although some countries run well established and successful Responsible Care Awards, this was the first time a Pan European Award had been introduced.

Entrants were asked to submit examples of innovative improvement in the areas covering health, safety and environmental excellence, process and manufacturing developments, demonstrating business value of Responsible Care, applying Responsible Care up and down the supply chain and outstanding community outreach initiatives. 

Judges

An independent panel of judges made up from a broad range of backgrounds and professions was established to assess the entries and decide the winners. In all, 26 entries were received from 9 countries.

The judges for the Award were:

Will Barton – Oxford Catalysts, a venture capital company

Dominique Be – European Commission, Employment, Social Affairs & Equal Opportunities Directorate General
Paul Kaye – ENDS journalist Brussels

Etienne Marchot – Senior Assessor EFQM

Reinhard Peglau – German Environment Ministry, Berlin

Elizabeth Salter-Green – WWF, UK

Special mentions

The Judges were impressed at the standard of the submissions and commended the efforts of all the entries. During the final assessment, they singled out two entries in particular that should receive a special mention of commendation. These were:

A submission from Germany by the Company “Cyplus”, a member of the Degussa Group, which has developed a strong product stewardship and responsible management programme for cyanides throughout the entire supply chain from production to final disposal.  The Judges 

regarded this sublission as “a super example of “Product Stewardship”, and it was acclaimed for its rigour in looking ‘at everything from cradle to grave’. It is an example that everyone could follow.

The second entry receiving a special mention was from the company “Pharmavision” from Turkey. This company used funds collected from the management of recyclable waste from its factory and domestic waste from employees to help fund a primary school education project in a region of Turkey damaged by recent earthquakes. 

The judges, who wanted it noted that they were pleased to see submissions from Turkey described the company’s activities as ‘inspirational’. The project was liked for the way it highlighted important but very different aspects of Responsible Care – pollution prevention and outreach – and because it required strong employee involvement and commitment in order for the project to work. It was also commended as a clear demonstration of industry putting something back into society

Responsible Care

Responsible Care® is a global initiative of the chemical industry to drive continuous improvement in its health, safety and environmental performance and to listen to and to talk with its stakeholders. Responsible Care commits companies and national associations to work together to:

· Continuously improve the environmental, health and safety knowledge and performance of our technologies, processes and products over their life cycles so as to avoid harm to people and the environment.

· Use resources efficiently and minimise waste.

· Report openly on performance, achievements and shortcomings.

· Listen, engage and work with people to understand and address their concerns and expectations.

· Cooperate with governments and organisations in the development and implementation of effective regulations and standards, and to meet or go beyond them.

· Provide help and advice to foster the responsible management of chemicals by all those who manage and use them along the product chain.

Responsible Care was first launched in 1985 in Canada and is now run by the national chemical associations in 52 countries around the world.

For information on the initiative go to www.responsiblecare.org
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